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CORZINE MAY BE OPENING SOME SPACE  
DAGGETT GAINING THOUGH STILL WELL BEHIND 

 
The Horse Race 
 
 NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ – New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine may be benefiting from 

increasing interest in independent Chris Daggett at the expense of Republican Chris Christie, 

according to a new Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, conducted Oct 15 through 20. The poll of 583 likely 

voters finds that 39 percent support Corzine, 36 percent Christie, and 20 percent Daggett when 

leaners are included. This is the first poll to find Daggett at or above 20 percent support. The 

margin of error on the poll is +/- 4.1 percent. 

 Both major party candidates have now solidified most of their party supporters, with 71 

percent of Democrats supporting Corzine and 75 percent of Republicans supporting Christie. 

Daggett draws from both parties, with 16 percent support from Democrats and 14 percent from 

Republicans. Independents split 35 percent for Christie, 31 percent for Daggett, and 27 percent 

for Corzine. These results suggest some softening in Corzine’s and Christie’s bases, compared to 

other recent polls, while Daggett’s independent support has come more at Christie’s expense.  

 “While Jon Corzine has made up a lot of ground in all the polls since last summer, he has 

not done it by increasing his support. Instead, Chris Christie has lost support as some voters who 

are opposed to Corzine have become attracted to Chris Daggett,” said David Redlawsk, director 

of the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll and professor of political science at Rutgers. “Even so, it is 

important to note that Corzine’s lead in this poll is within the margin of error and if the election 

were today, the winner would be the candidate who can best rally his troops. We don’t know 

now who that will be.”  
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The Daggett Effect 
 
 According to the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, independent candidate Chris Daggett has 

continued to make gains, reaching 20 percent support overall. Other polls have shown a steady 

increase in support for Daggett as fewer New Jerseyans report that they know nothing about him. 

Daggett’s support appears to come from both potential Corzine and Christie voters, but the effect 

is slightly stronger on Christie. When asked how they would vote if Daggett were not on the 

ballot, 37 percent of Daggett supporters say they don’t know or they would simply not vote. 

Another 34 percent say they would vote for Christie, while 28 percent would vote for Corzine. 

 “Daggett continues to draw fairly evenly from both major party candidates,” said 

Redlawsk. “However, in a close race, it may make a difference that Daggett voters are people 

who would have been slightly more on Christie’s side than on Corzine’s in a two-way race. The 

underlying question is whether current Daggett supporters really will vote for him on Election 

Day, or whether they will opt for their second choice, one of the major party candidates.” 

 In recent weeks Christie has been working to tie Daggett to Corzine, suggesting that a 

vote for Daggett is the equivalent of a vote for the governor. This strategy makes sense in light of 

opinions of those who see Daggett unfavorably. Among this relatively small group of 

respondents 52 percent say they would vote for Christie and 38 percent for Corzine. This 

suggests that if Christie can create a negative impression of Daggett among those who learn 

about him in the next two weeks, Christie can make up much of the ground needed to win. 

 Also driving Daggett’s support: voters see both major party candidates more unfavorably 

than favorably. Likely voters were asked, “Is your opinion of [Candidate name,] favorable, 

unfavorable, or haven’t you heard enough about him?” Corzine was rated 40 percent favorable, 52 

percent unfavorable, Christie was rated 39 percent favorable, 42 percent unfavorable. Only 

Daggett had a positive rating, with 31 percent favorable and 15 percent unfavorable. However, 

more than half of respondents said they could not form an impression of Daggett. Of those who 

could, 53 percent with a favorable impression of Daggett say they would vote for him. But only 6 

percent of those who could not form an impression said they would vote for Daggett. 

“While it might seem odd that Daggett only wins 53 percent of those who view him 
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favorably, independents are often viewed somewhat favorably, even by those who will not vote for 

them,” noted Redlawsk. “Daggett is doing well to get a majority of these voters to support him in 

a three-way race. 

 Most voters say they have heard at least a little about Daggett’s tax plan, with 23 percent 

saying they have heard a lot, 52 percent a little, and 25 percent none at all. Daggett gets support 

from about 23 percent of those who have heard something about his plan, but only 13 percent 

from those who have heard nothing. 

 “Overall,” added Redlawsk, “those voters who do know Daggett tend to like him, and 

those who like him support him at unprecedented levels for a New Jersey independent candidate. 

The question remains whether he can hold on to those voters without the kind of organized turnout 

operation that the two major parties have in place.” 

 “While Daggett is clearly having an impact on this race, it seems that on the current 

trajectory, the vote would have to be very close for his candidacy to make the deciding 

difference,” said Redlawsk. “If Daggett’s name was suddenly to disappear from the ballot, Christie 

would pick up a few more Daggett supporters than would Corzine. It’s important to remember, 

however, that in two recent New Jersey Governor’s races (in 1993 and 1997), the victor’s margin 

was only about 1 percent of the vote.” 

 
Most Important Problem 
 
 A majority of New Jersey likely voters say taxes in general are the most important problem 

facing the state. Not surprisingly, specific mentions of property taxes lead the list.  

 When respondents were asked to report their single most important problem in “just a 

word or two,” property taxes were named by 35 percent of likely voters. Other taxes followed at 

17 percent. Following far behind is unemployment at 11 percent, corruption at 9 percent, and the 

state budget and economy generally, both at 5 percent. No other problem was mentioned by more 

than 5 percent. 

 The large group of likely voters who name property taxes are evenly split between Corzine 

(36 percent) and Christie (34 percent), while Daggett wins only 24 percent of these voters, despite 

having proposed the first detailed plan to address taxes. However, voters concerned with other 

(non-property) taxes strongly support Christie, 43 percent to 24 percent for Corzine and 24 percent 

for Daggett. 
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 Daggett does best among those who say corruption it the most important issue, winning 50 

percent of this small group of likely voters, compared to 26 percent for Christie and 22 percent for 

Corzine. 

 Corzine is strongest on the economy. Among likely voters who consider the economy or 

unemployment the most important problem, Corzine wins 57 percent, compared to 24 percent for 

Christie and 14 percent for Daggett. 

 “New Jerseyans care deeply about the problem of taxes, especially property taxes,” said 

Redlawsk. “However, the issue does not greatly advantage Chris Christie, and despite Chris 

Daggett’s tax plan proposal, he does only marginally better among these voters than he does in 

general. Still, for Christie the issue of taxes remains his strongest; fortunately for Corzine voters 

who care most about the economy do not seem to be interested in changing horses in midstream.”  

 Likely voters were also asked which candidate would do the best job on their most 

important problem. Nearly 21 percent do not know who would handle their problem best or 

volunteered that none of the candidates would.  

 Across all problems, 30 percent of likely voters think Christie would do the best job, 30 

percent say Corzine, and 19 percent say Daggett.  

 For specific issues, among those who said property taxes were most important, 30 percent 

say Christie would do the best job, while 27 percent said Corzine, 24 percent picked Daggett and 

19 percent could not choose a candidate. Among those concerned about other taxes, 32 percent 

pick Christie, 17 percent Daggett, and 13 percent Corzine, while 38 percent cannot choose. 

 Voters caring about corruption also think Christie would do the best job, 39 percent to 29 

percent for Daggett, 16 percent for Corzine and 16 percent none of the candidates. On the 

economy, Corzine again leads, with 51 percent saying he would handle the issue best, 21 percent 

Christie and 15 percent Daggett, with 13 percent none of the candidates. 
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Questions and Tables 

 
The questions covered in this press release are below. Column percentages may not add to 100% 
due to rounding. All percentages are of Likely Voters. 
 
 
Would you say the state of New Jersey is currently going in the right direction or has it 
gone off on the wrong track? 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Right 
Track 

25% 7% 44% 16% 2% 53% 11% 11% 

Wrong 
Direction 

69% 90% 49% 77% 97% 35% 86% 82% 

Don’t 
Know 

6% 2% 7% 7% 1% 11% 3% 7% 

 
 
Please rate how Governor Jon Corzine is handling his job as Governor. Is it excellent, 
good, fair, or poor? 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Excellent 5% 3% 8% 3% 0% 13% 1% 0% 
Good 24% 4% 43% 19% 3% 53% 11% 11% 
Fair 29% 19% 34% 31% 15% 31% 46% 46% 
Poor 41% 74% 13% 47% 82% 3% 41% 39% 
Don’t 
Know 

1% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 4% 

 
 
Please rate how the state legislature in Trenton is handling its job. Is it excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Excellent 2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 4% 0% 0% 
Good 14% 5% 20% 13% 5% 27% 6% 15% 
Fair 39% 25% 47% 41% 25% 47% 46% 37% 
Poor 39% 64% 22% 39% 67% 12% 44% 33% 
Don’t 
Know 

6% 4% 8% 6% 3% 10% 4% 16% 
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How closely have you followed news about the election for governor?  Very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely? 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

     Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Very Closely 36% 35% 33% 40% 40% 34% 35% 32% 
Fairly Closely 52% 53% 51% 51% 49% 50% 58% 54% 
Not Too 
Closely 

10% 9% 15% 7% 9% 14% 7% 13% 

Not At All 
Closely 

2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 0% 1% 

 
 
 
If the election for Governor were today and the candidates were [Names Rotated: 
Democrat Jon Corzine, Republican Chris Christie or Independent Chris Daggett] who 
would you vote for? [IF VOTE IS OTHER/DON’T KNOW/REFUSED] As of TODAY, do 
you LEAN more to:  [Names in same order as vote question]? 
 

 
 

 Vote 
Choice  

Age 
18/34 

Age 
35/54

Age 
55+ 

Men Women White Black Asian Latino 

Christie 36% 35% 35% 38% 38% 33% 41% 10% 37% 34% 

Corzine 39% 36% 40% 38% 38% 39% 33% 74% 37% 30% 

Daggett 20% 24% 18% 20% 18% 23% 20% 10% 21% 28% 

Other 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

DK 5% 6% 6% 3% 5% 5% 5% 7% 5% 8% 

N 571 118 247 207 279 292 413 74 19 50 

  Income 
< 30K 

Income 
30-49K 

Income
50-74K 

Income
75-99K 

Income
100K+ 

HS or 
Less 

Some 
college/ 

AA 
Degree 

College 
Degree 

Graduate 
Work 

Christie 36% 33% 40% 30% 35% 42% 30% 41% 30% 

Corzine 40% 47% 43% 44% 29% 31% 46% 34% 44% 

Daggett 20% 17% 16% 19% 30% 19% 21% 19% 22% 

Other 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 0% 

DK 3% 3% 1% 7% 6% 9% 3% 4% 5% 

N 75 72 116 72 144 128 145 160 138 
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 Employed 
Full time 

Employed 
Part Time 

Retired Not 
Employed 

Liberal Moderate Conservative

Christie 37% 27% 35% 37% 9% 28% 73% 
Corzine 35% 44% 44% 39% 69% 40% 15% 
Daggett 22% 23% 17% 18% 20% 25% 12% 

Other 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 

DK 5% 4% 5% 5% 2% 7% 1% 
N 300 52 133 84 104 305 145 
 
 
 Children 

under 18  
No 
Children  

Urban  Suburban Exurban Phil. 
Area 

Shore Catholic Protestant Jewish Other/
None 

Christie 35% 36% 15% 30% 48% 37% 49% 41% 32% 28% 22% 
Corzine 34% 40% 58% 44% 19% 42% 28% 31% 46% 44% 51% 
Daggett 24% 19% 18% 21% 28% 16% 20% 23% 15% 22% 24% 
Other 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 
DK 6% 5% 9% 4% 5% 4% 3% 5 7 6 3 
N 166 403 78 205 88 90 97 269 179 32 63 
 
 
 
[IF VOTE IS FOR DAGGETT]  If Chris Daggett were not running would you vote for Jon 
Corzine or Chris Christie, or would you not vote? 

 Likely Voters Party ID 
  Dem Ind Rep 

Christie 34% 13% 32% 77% 

Corzine 28% 41% 30% 4% 
Would not Vote 24% 37% 20% 13% 
Don’t Know 13% 9% 17% 6% 
 
 
How much have you heard about Chris Daggett’s plan to reduce property taxes? Is it a lot, 
a little, or nothing at all? 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided
A Lot 23% 28% 15% 27% 25% 19% 25% 23% 
A Little 51% 49% 49% 55% 52% 47% 59% 36% 
Nothing 
At All 

26% 23% 36% 18% 23% 33% 15% 40% 

 
 



Rutgers-Eagleton Poll October 15-20, 2009 

 8

Is your opinion of [Names Rotated: Chris Christie, Jon Corzine, Chris Daggett] favorable, 
unfavorable, or haven’t you heard enough about him? 
 
 
John Corzine 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Favorable 40% 11% 67% 33% 4% 84% 26% 22% 
Unfavorable 52% 84% 24% 61% 93% 8% 66% 51% 
Haven’t 
Heard 
Enough 

7% 5% 8% 6% 3% 7% 8% 28% 

 
Chris Christie 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Favorable 39% 71% 18% 40% 81% 9% 28% 28% 
Unfavorable 42% 15% 60% 42% 6% 70% 59% 20% 
Haven’t 
Heard 
Enough 

19% 14% 22% 18% 13% 21% 13% 52% 

 
Chris Daggett 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Favorable 31% 30% 23% 42% 22% 16% 80% 8% 
Unfavorable 15% 23% 15% 11% 22% 15% 4% 14% 
Haven’t 
Heard 
Enough 

53% 47% 62% 47% 56% 68% 16% 79% 

 
 



Rutgers-Eagleton Poll October 15-20, 2009 

 9

There have been debates between the three major candidates for governor. Did you watch 
any debate on television, or listen to it on the radio? 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Yes 38% 38% 35% 41% 44% 36% 37% 16% 
No 62% 62% 65% 59% 56% 64% 63% 84% 
 
 
In just one or two words, please tell me what the most important problem is in New Jersey 
today. [Open Ended] 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided
Property Taxes 35% 35% 36% 34% 34% 32% 41% 41% 
Other Taxes 17% 22% 12% 18% 20% 11% 20% 29% 
Unemployment 11% 9% 14% 10% 7% 16% 10% 13% 
Corruption 9% 7% 7% 12% 12% 5% 11% 3% 
The Budget 5% 9% 3% 5% 8% 3% 6% 3% 
The Economy 5% 3% 7% 4% 3% 8% 2% 0% 
Education 3% 0% 5% 4% 1% 7% 1% 0% 
Crime/Violence 2% 0% 4% 2% 1% 3% 2% 4% 
Health Care 2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 3% 1% 0% 
Other 10% 13% 8% 11% 13% 11% 5% 7% 
 
 
Are the candidates for governor spending too much time, the right amount of time, or too 
little time on this problem? 
 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Too Much 3% 3% 1% 4% 3% 3% 1% 8% 
Too Little 16% 15% 22% 10% 11% 23% 14% 13% 
The Right 
Amount 

75% 76% 70% 78% 79% 67% 80% 75% 

Don’t 
Know 

6% 5% 6% 7% 7% 7% 4% 4% 
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Regardless of which candidate for governor you support, which one of the candidates, 
[Names Rotated: Chris Christie, Jon Corzine, Chris Daggett] would do the best job solving 
this problem? 

 Likely 
Voters 

Party ID Vote Choice 

  Rep Dem Ind Christie Corzine Daggett Undecided 
Corzine 30% 4% 53% 22% 0% 73% 5% 10% 
Christie 30% 59% 11% 27% 72% 4% 5% 20% 
Daggett 19% 18% 12% 29% 10% 3% 69% 9% 
None/Don’t 
Know (Vol) 

21% 19% 23% 21% 17% 20% 21% 62% 

 
 
The Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was conducted from October 15-20, 2009 with a scientifically selected random sample of 
903 New Jersey adults of whom 583 were determined to be likely voters. Likely voters were defined by registration 
status, vote history, self reported turnout intention, and attention to the campaign. Data are weighted to represent 
known parameters in the New Jersey population, including age, race, and Hispanic ethnicity. All results are reported 
with this weighted data. 
  
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing everyone 
in a population versus a scientific sampling drawn from that population. The sampling error for a sample of 903 
adults is +/-3.3 percent, at a 95 percent confidence interval. The sampling error for the likely voter sample reported 
here is +/-4.1 percent. Thus if 50 percent of New Jersey likely voters favored a particular position, one would be 95 
percent sure that the true figure would be between 45.9 and 54.1 percent (50 + 4.1) had all New Jersey likely voters 
been interviewed, rather than just a sample. Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, so statements 
based on various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements based on the total sample. 
Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as non-
response, question wording or context effects. 
 
 

Sample Characteristics 
 

Full Sample (n=903) 
 

36% Dem   49% Male  29% 18-34  69% White 
42% Independent  51% Female  42% 35-54  11% Black 
22% Republican     29% 55+  14% Hispanic 
            5% Asian 
            1% Other 

Likely Voter Sample (n=583) 
 

39% Dem   49% Male  21% 18-34  74% White 
35% Independent  51% Female  43% 35-54  13% Black 
26% Republican     35% 55+    9% Hispanic 
            4% Asian 
            1% Other 
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